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1. COURSE TITLE*: Photo I: Introduction to Digital Photography 

2. CATALOG – PREFIX/COURSE NUMBER/COURSE SECTION*: FNAR 1115

3. PREREQUISITE(S)*: None  
COREQUISITE(S)*: None

4. COURSE TIME/LOCATION/MODALITY: (Course may meet in-person, as a hybrid, or entirely online.)

5. CREDIT HOURS*:	3				LECTURE HOURS*:  3
	LABORATORY HOURS*: 0			OBSERVATION HOURS*: 0

6. FACULTY CONTACT INFORMATION: (Instructor will insert name, contact information and office hours here.)

7. COURSE DESCRIPTION*: 
Digital photography is one of the most popular forms of communication today. From social media and advertising to photojournalism and fine art, image is everything. In this course, students will learn what makes a great photograph and how to take one. 
 
8. LEARNING OUTCOMES*:
Students taking this course will meet the following outcomes.
1. Composition: Understand the principles of photo composition and use them to communicate ideas and tell stories when taking pictures 
2. Lighting: Understand lighting and demonstrate the ability to use light for desired effect
3. Exposure Triangle: Know how to use shutter speed, aperture, and ISO purposefully
4. Photo Editing & Ethics: Be able to explain AP standards for photography and understand issues surrounding consent, accurate representation, and appropriate editing
5. Photo Purpose: Know how to differentiate between journalistic, commercial, and fine art photography and approach projects, from conception to delivery, professionally 
6. Photo History: Show a strong knowledge of how photography began and developed, as well as the impact it has had on communities and cultures over the last two centuries 

9. ADOPTED TEXT(S)*: 
National Geographic Photo Basics 
by Joel Sartore  |   ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 1426219709  |    ISBN-13 ‏ : ‎ 978-1426219702

10. OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS: (SEE APPENDIX C FOR TECHNOLOGY REQUEST FORM.)**
Students will need a camera, computer, and internet access for this course. Students may use cell phone cameras as long as they are willing to download free apps for specific assignments. Instructions will be provided for camera, iPhone, and Android users.

11. GRADING SCALE***: 
Grading will follow the policy in the catalog.  The scale is as follows:
A:  90 – 100 | B:  80 – 89 | C:  70 – 79 | D:  60 – 69 | F:  0 – 59

12. GRADING PROCEDURES OR ASSESSMENTS: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific)
A variety of assignments will be used to evaluate student learning. Types of assignments should include but need not be limited to those listed below. A recommended distribution of grades is also indicated.

EXAMPLE ONLY
	         Category
	Total Points
	% of Grade

	Weekly Photos & Discussions
	30
	30%

	Quizzes & Final Exam
	30
	30%

	Midterm Photo Essay
	20
	20%

	Final Photo Project
(Portfolio or Photo Essay)
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%




13. COURSE METHODOLOGY: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific)

Coursework will consist of readings, lectures, instructional videos, weekly discussions, workshops, quizzes, tests, and most importantly, taking and sharing photos. Students will study composition, exposure, lighting, editing, photo history, and photo ethics, as well as other aspects of photography, then demonstrate the ability to apply that knowledge in their own photography. 

Students can expect regular and substantive interaction as they receive feedback on their work from both the professor and their fellow students each week, as well as in depth feedback from the professor on quizzes, midterms, photo pitches, and final projects. 

Instructional videos and individualized feedback will be provided by the professor for all major assignments, and students are encouraged to visit the professor during office hours to discuss photography and coursework. 

14. COURSE OUTLINE: 

SAMPLE COURSE OUTLINE BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE


Week 1
	Module 1

	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Intro & Expectations 
	Learn about the course, each other, and the history of photography 
	Share & Discuss: 
Syllabus & Course Overview
Introductions & Expectations
Read: History of Photography, Part I (Handout provided in Canvas)

Photo for Next Week: “A Ghost Selfie” (A self-portrait without you in it!) 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 


 

Week 2
	Module 2
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	History & 
Self-Portraits 
	Understand equipment and how to take self-portraits

Complete history section of course
	Share & Discuss: 
Ghost Selfies 

Learn About: Self-Portraits 

Read: History of Photography, Part II (Handout provided in Canvas)

Watch: Videos on Tripods (Links provided in Canvas)

Photo for Next Week: “Look Ma, No Hands!” (A self-portrait, NOT a selfie)

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1 and 6



 
Week 3
	Module 3
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	How to Photograph People  
	Create an Environmental Portrait that tells a story 
	Share & Discuss: 
Self-Portraits 

Learn About: Portraits and how to work with people

Complete: Quiz on History of Photography, Parts I & II

Read: Pages 154-155 in National Geographic Book (“Environmental Portraits”)

Photo for Next Week: “Environmental Portrait” of a Person in Your World 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcome 1


 

Week 4
	Module 4
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	The Rule of Thirds, Focal Points, and Backgrounds 
	Demonstrate the ability to utilize three basic principles of photo composition
	Share & Discuss: Environmental Portraits 

Learn About: The Rule of Thirds, Focal Points, and Backgrounds

Read: Pages 38-47 (“Considering Composition,” “Rule of Thirds,” “Focal Points,” and “Background”). 

Photo for Next Week: “Three for One” (a single photo that uses all of this week’s composition tools)  

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcome 1




Week 5
	Module 5
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Perspective 

	Create photos of the same subject from multiple perspectives. 
	Share & Discuss: 
Three for One 

Learn About: Perspective

Read: Pages 48-49 in Nat Geo Book (“Perspective”) 

Complete: Quiz on Composition (First Quiz on Composition) 

Photos for Next Week: Three Photos This Week—all of the same person in the same place but from three wildly different perspectives. 

	This module aligns with the Course Learning Outcome 1


 
Week 6
	Module 6
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Layers, Frames, Leading Lines, and Horizons  
	Demonstrate the ability to utilize three more principles of photo composition
	Share & Discuss: 
Three Perspectives of the Same Person

Learn About: Layers, Framing, and Horizon

Read: Pages 50-59 (“Layers,” “Framing,” “Leading Lines,” “Horizon,” and “Careful Composition”) 

Photos for Next Week: Three Photos This Week—one with Layers, one with Framing, and one that uses the Horizon intentionally. 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcome 1


 


Week 7
	Module 7
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Let There Be Lighting! 
	Create photos that utilize light intentionally and creatively. 
	Share & Discuss: 
Layers. Framing, and the Horizon 
		
Learn About: Lighting

Read: Pages 88-93 (“Light,” “Quality of Light,” and “Ambient Lighting”) and lighting handouts (Links provided in Canvas) 

Complete: Final Composition Quiz 

Photo for Next Week: Two photos in black and white: one with Hard Lighting and one with Soft Lighting. 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1 and 2


 
Week 8
	Module 8
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	The Photo Essay
	Midterm Assignment:

This week, we put it all together, creating a cohesive photo essay that tells a story and follows the rules of composition and lighting we learned in the first half of the class.  

	Share & Discuss: Hard and Soft Lighting 

Learn About: Photo Essays 

Read: Creating Captivating Captions and Example Photo Essays (Links provided on Canvas)

Complete: Lighting Quiz 

Photos for Next Week: Midterm Photo Essay!

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.


 
Week 9
	Module 9
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Shutter Speed
	Understand the effects of shutter speed and demonstrate the ability to use shutter speed intentionally  
	Share & Discuss: 
Midterm Projects
		
Learn About: Shutter Speed Experiments

Read: Pages 72-77 (“Shutter Speed,” “Fast Shutter Speed,” and “Slow Shutter Speed”) and 80-81(“Priority Modes”) in Nat Geo Book 

Take: Quiz on Shutter Speed 

Photos for Next Week: Three photos of the same action but with different amounts of motion blur in each. 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, and 3. 



Week 10
	Module 10
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Aperture  
	Understand how aperture works and demonstrate the ability to use aperture intentionally  
	Share & Discuss: 
Shutter Experiments 

Learn About: Aperture Experiment) 

Read: Pages 64-71 in Nat Geo Book (“Elements of Exposure,” “Aperture,” “Focus,” and “Depth of Field.” 

Take: Quiz on Aperture  

Photos for Next Week: Three still life photos that are identical… except for depth of field. 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, and 3


Week 11
	Module 11
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	ISO
	Understand the impact of ISO and demonstrate the ability to determine the maximum useable ISO in low light situations 
	Share & Discuss: Aperture Experiments 
		
Learn About:  Low Light / ISO Experiments 

Read: Pages 78-70 (“ISO”) and 82-85 (“Putting it All Together” and “Men at Work”) 

Take: Quiz on ISO  

Photos for Next Week: Three still life photos of the same objects in the same light but at different ISOs

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, and 3


 
 
Week 12
	Module 12
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Journalistic,
Commercial,
& Fine Art
Photography
	Understand and demonstrate the ability to explain the difference between journalistic, commercial, and fine art photography

 
	Share & Discuss: Low Light Experiments  

Learn About: Photo ethics, photo editing, consent, accurate representation, and types of photography. 

Read: Pages 232-237 (“Selecting a Photo,” “Editing Basics: Adjusting the Frame,” and “Editing Basics: Adjusting Exposure and Color”) and AP Standards for Photography (Link Provided in Canvas) 

Take: Photo Ethics Quiz 

Photos for Next Week: One photo presented three different ways: straight out of camera, a journalist edit, and an artistic edit. 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.


  
Week 13
	Module 3
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Pitching Photos, Part I  
	Understand what makes a quality pitch for a photo essay or art project and workshop an original pitch
	Share & Discuss: 
One photo three ways

Learn About: Final Project Pitches 

Photos for Next Week:  One photo of your choice, and your final project pitch! 

	This module aligns with Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.


 
 
Week 14
	Module 14
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Pitching Photos,
Part II 
	Understand what makes a quality pitch for a photo essay or art project and finalize an original pitch
	Share & Discuss: Final Project Pitches 
		
(+ Review Composition and Exposure Triangle for Final)

Photos for Next Week:  Two photos taken for the final project or in preparation for it
	This module aligns with the Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.


 
Week 15
	Module 15
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	The Final Project  
	Create a final project that demonstrates a firm knowledge of all we have studied this semester 
 
	Share & Discuss: 
Two Photos
			
(+ Review Photo History for Final)


Photos for Next Week:  The final project! 

	This module aligns with the Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.


  
Finals Week 
	The Final Module
	Module Learning Outcomes (MLO)
	Module Activities
	Alignment with Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

	Module 16: 
The Final Exam
	Pass an exam on photo history, composition, lighting, exposure, editing, and ethics. 
 
	Share & Discuss: 
The Final Project 

Complete:  
The Final Exam 


	This module aligns with the Course Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.


    
	
1. SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS***:
Instructors will inform students of policies on attendance, late-work, and make-up work. 

1. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY ***:
Southern State is committed to providing educational opportunities that promote academic, professional and personal growth in students. To these ends, all members of the college are expected to uphold the highest academic and ethical standards.
Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, falsifying or misrepresenting work, fabricating sources, unauthorized collaboration, or the use of prohibited materials or tools (including generative AI) in ways not permitted by the instructor. Students are responsible for understanding and following the college’s full Academic Misconduct Policy, which can be accessed here: https://www.sscc.edu/academics/regulations.shtml#academic-misconduct.
An incident report will be filed for instances of academic misconduct with the Office of Academic Affairs.
(Each instructor must include additional details outlining course-specific expectations for academic misconduct, plagiarism, and the acceptable or prohibited use of artificial intelligence tools, including any associated penalties. See https://www.sscc.edu/academics/regulations.shtml#academic-misconduct for more info.)
[bookmark: _Hlk174880136]17.	FERPA
Students need to understand that their work may be seen by others. Others may see students’ work when being distributed, during group project work, or if it is chosen for demonstration purposes. Students also need to know that there is a strong possibility that their work may be submitted to other entities for the purpose of plagiarism checks.

18. 	ACCOMMODATIONS
Students requesting accommodations may contact Dana Swackhamer, Accessibility Coordinator at dswackhamer@sscc.edu or 937-393-3431 X 2604.

Students seeking a religious accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio’s Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor and the Academic Affairs office with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires accommodation and must do so no later than fourteen (14) days after the first day of instruction or fourteen (14) days before the dates of absence, whichever comes first. For more information about Religious Accommodations, contact Dana Swackhamer, Accessibility Coordinator at dswackhamer@sscc.edu or 937-393-3431 X 2604.

19. 	OTHER INFORMATION***:


SYLLABUS TEMPLATE KEY
* Item cannot be altered from that which is included in the master syllabus approved by the Curriculum Committee.

** Any alteration or addition must be approved by the Curriculum Committee

*** Item should begin with language as approved in the master syllabus but may be added to at the discretion of the faculty member.
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